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Text of the First Oflice Action 



Application No. 00803985.2 

As disclosed in the description, the application relates to a touch switch with 
integral control circuit. After examination, the examiner's comments are as following: 

1 , The independent Claim 1 does not possess novelty. 

Reference 1 (US 501 2 124 A) discloses a control panel and in particular discloses 
the following technical features (See the description of Reference 1, Column 1, Line 
50 to Column 3, Line 31): a control panel containing several touch sensitive sensors 
(corresponding to the touch pad in Claim 1); a control circuit in close proximity to the 
control panel, including OSCI, AMI, ADCI and MCI; the control circuit being 
electrically coupled to the control panel; the control panel being configiu-ed to receive 
a field generation signal; the field generation signal causes an electric field to be 
generated about the control panel; the control circuit being responsive to a stimulus 
affecting the electric field; the control circuit being configured to selectively generate 
a control sfignal in response to the stimulus affecting said electric field; the control 
circuit having an output node FI-FN for transmitting the control signal on an output 
line to a remote device. Reference 1 does not point out that the control circuit having 
an input node for receiving an input signal from a remote signal source; however, it is 
the general knowledge for those of ordinary skill in the art that there must be an input 
node on said control circuit for receiving an input signal (power supply signal), 
otherwise the control circuit does not work. It is thus evident that Reference 1 
discloses all the technical featiu-es of Claim 1; furthermore. Reference 1 and Claim 1 
relate to the same technical field and adopt the same technical solutions to solve the 
same technical problem and produce the same technical effects. Therefore, Claim 1 
does not comply .with the provisions of Article 22, paragraph two of the Chinese 
Patent Law and does not possess novelty. 

2. The dependent Claim 2 does not possess novelty. 

Reference 1 discloses the following technical features (See the description of 
Reference 1, Column 1, Lines 50-62): a control panel containing several touch 
sensitive sensors; sensor SI includes a metallic plate TPl (corresponding to the 
electrode in the claim). Therefore, when the referred claim does not invblve novelty, 
the dependent Claim 2 does not comply with the provisions of Article 22, paragraph 
two of the Chinese Patent Law and also does not possess novelty. 

3. The dependent Claim 3 does not possess novelty. 

Reference I discloses the followdng technical features (See Reference 1; Fig. 1): 
a control panel containing several touch sensitive sensors; sensor SI includes a 
metallic plate TPl (corresponding to the first electrode in the claim); sensor S2 
includes a metallic plate TP2 (corresponding to the second electrode in the claim). 
Therefore, when the referred claim does not involve novelty, the dependent Claim 3 



does not comply with the provisions of Article 22. paragraph two of the Chinese 
Patent Law and also does not possess novelty. 



4. The dependent Claim 5 does not possess novelty. 

Reference 1 discloses the following technical features (See Reference 1; Fig. 1): 
comprising a first resistor Rl electrically coupled between the control circuit and TPl 
and a second resistor R2 electrically coupled between the control circuit and the 
second electrode. Therefore, when the referred claim does not involve novelty, the 
dependent Claim 5 does not possess novelty prescribed by Article 22, paragraph two 
of the Chinese Patent Law. 

5. The dependent Claim 6 is not supported by the description. 

The additional technical features of the dependent Claim 6 are not disclosed by 
or directly inferred from the description and thus not supported by the description, 
which does not comply with the provisions of Article 26, paragraph four of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

6. The dependent Claim 7 does not possess novelty. 

Reference 1 discloses the following technical features (See the description of 
Reference 1, Column 2, Lines 62-65): the control circuit is an integrated circuit. 
Therefore, when the refeired claim does not involve novelty, the dependent Claim 7 
does not comply with the provisions of Article 22, paragraph two pf the Chinese 
Patent Law and also does not possess novelty. 

7. The dependent Claim 8 is not supported by the description. 

The additional technical features of the dependent Claim 8 are not disclosed by 
or directly inferred fix)m the description and so are not supported by the description, 
which does not cprnply with the provisions of Article 26, paragraph four of the 
Chinese Patent Law. 

8. The dependent Claim 10 does not possess novelty. 

Reference 1 discloses the following technical features (See the description of 
Reference 1, Column 3, Lines 1-31): the control circuit further comprising a 
microcomputer MCI (corresponding to a decision circuit in the claim). Therefore, 
when the referred claim does not involve novelty, the dependent Claim 10 does not 
comply with the provisions of Article 22, paragraph two of the Chinese Patent Law 
and also does not possess novelty. 

9. The dependent Claim 1 1 does not possess inventiveness. 

Reference 1 discloses that the apparatus comprises a switch circuit. Considering 
that the switch circuit belongs to an integrated circuit, it is easy for those of ordinary 
skill in the art to have the idea that said integrated circuit includes transistors. 
Therefore, when the referred claim does not involve novelty, the dependent Claim 11 
does not comply with the provisions of Article 22, paragraph three of the Chinese 



Patent Law and does not possess inventiveness. . 

10. The dependent Claim 14 does not possess novelty. 

Reference 1 discloses the following technical features (See the description of 
Reference 1, Column 2, Lines 21-23): the control circuit further comprisies a pulse 
generator OSCI for generating the field generation signal. Therefore, when the 
referred claim does not involve novelty, the dependent Claim 14 does not comply with 
the provisions of Article 22, paragraph two of the Chinese Patent Law and also does 
not possess novelty. 

11. The dependent Claim 1 5 does not possess novelty. 

It can be derived from Reference 1, Fig. 1 that the cpntrol panel is dimensioned 
such that said control panel may be overlaid by a human appendage. Therefore, when 
the referred claim does not involve novelty, the dependent Claim 15 does not comply 
with the provisions of Article 22, paragraph two of the Chinese Patent Law and also 
does not possess novelty. 

12. The dependent Claims 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21 are not clear. 

The additional technical features of the dependent Claims 16-21 all define the 
different states of the control signal on an output line in different circumstances. 
However, from these definitions, those of ordinary skill in the art cannot know how to 
realize that the control signal on an output line changes as different circumstances 
occur, and therefore the technical solutions of the apparatus sought for protection are 
not clear, which does not comply with the provisions of Rule 20, paragraph one of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

1 3 . The dependent Claim 27 does not possess novelty. 

Reference 1 discloses the follovsdng technical features (See the description of 
Reference 1, Column 2, Lines 22-27): the input signal is an alternating current signal. 
Therefore, when the referred claim does not involve novelty, the dependent Claim 27 
does not comply with the provisions of Article 22, paragraph two of the Chinese 
Patent Law and also does not possess novelty. 

14. The independent Claims 28, 29 and 30 do not possess unity. 

The reasons why the independent Claim 1 is not allowable have been given 
above. When Claim 1 is not allowable, the independent Claims 28, 29 and 30 no 
longer belong to a single general inventive concept and they are hot technically 
interrelated and have no the same or corresponding special technical features. Thus 
these claims do not possess unity, which cannot be allowed in accordance with the 
provisions of Article 3 1 , paragraph one of the Chinese Patent Law. 

15. The technical solutions recorded in the Summary of Invention are not 
consistent with those of independent claims, which does not comply with the 
provisions of Rule 18, paragraph one of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese 



Patent Law, 



Please note that the new independent claims to be submitted when responding 
to this office action should be divided into a preamble portion and a characterizing 
portion with reference to Reference 1 as the closest prior art. Meanwhile, when 
amending the claims, corresponding amendment should be made for relative parts of 
the description. 
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